Violent head trauma in China: report of 2254 cases.
The occurrence of violent trauma has recently increased, and it has become both a social and medical problem in China. We are the first to explore violent head trauma in China. Patients with violent head trauma were taken from all hospitalized patients with head trauma from January 2001 to December 2006 admitted to 11 hospitals in China. The rate, causes, age, sex, injury severity (GCS score), CT findings, management, outcome, and complications of patients with violent head trauma were retrospectively analyzed. Two thousand two hundred fifty-four (9.46%) patients with violent head trauma were found among a total of 23816 hospitalized patients with head trauma at 11 hospitals. Violent head trauma was caused by blunt objects (n = 1260, 55.90%), sharp/cutting instruments (n = 271, 12.02%), gunshots (n = 10, 0.44%), and others (n = 713, 31.63%). Violent head trauma was more likely to be found men (n = 1890, 83.85%) and in persons aged 21 to 40 years (n = 1216, 53.95%). In 2254 patients with violent head trauma, scalpel injury was seen in 1277 cases, skull fracture in 786 cases, cerebral contusion in 285 cases, and intracranial hematomas in 898 cases. Five hundred eighty-nine (26.13%) patients had body violent trauma besides violent head trauma. A GCS score of 13 to 15 was found in 1869 (82.92%) patients, 9 to 12 in 166 (7.36%), and 8 or less in 219 (9.72%). One thousand forty-two patients got surgical treatment, and another 1212 received medical management. One thousand nine hundred thirty-one (85.67%) patients had good recovery, 141 (6.47%) had moderate deficits, 36 (1.65%) had severe deficits, 7 (0.32%) had PVS, 63 (2.89%) died, and for the other 76, records were lost. Violent head trauma is certainly both a social and medical problem now, which indicates that violence should be controlled and that the human right of social safety needs to be improved in China.